Patricia Kierstyn (1959)

The true meaning of the term “legacy” is the richness of what an individual has accomplished and the
impact he or she has had on people and places. Members of the Adams County Historical Society took this
definition to heart in their nomination of Patricia Cherveny Kierstyn for induction as a Legacy member of the
Adams-Friendship Academic Hall of Fame.

Historical Society members share high regard for Pat’s contribution to our community. She had provided
outstanding service as an officer of the Adams County Historical Society. With many years of active
membership preceding her tenure as president, she has continued her commitment to the organization
following her retirement from that role in May 2023. Although no longer serving as president, Pat remains a
board member, offering guidance to volunteers as the society works to collect, preserve, and share the
history of Adams County.

Pat, the daughter of a railroad worker whose employment required frequent relocations, attended
kindergarten in Adams, subsequently departed, and later returned to complete her education at A-F High
School, graduating in 1959. Following graduation, she married Frank Kierstyn, a member of the A-F Class of
1958. Frank's professional obligations led them to Pewaukee, Wisconsin, where they raised three children.
The family acquired vacation property in Adams County, maintained regular visits with relatives and
acquaintances, and established permanent residency in 1996. Pat has resided in various locations but
consistently regarded Adams County as home.

While in Pewaukee, Pat founded and managed a drapery design service, enhancing her expertise in artistic
and design principles. She applied these skills in Adams County, initially serving on the committee
responsible for designing and constructing the new St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. Pat has continued to
contribute her talents to Historical Society properties, including the Niebull School, McGowan House, and
the Heritage Center.

She contributed as a member of the Historical Society team that led and managed the transfer of the
Niebull School building from the county fairgrounds to the McGowan site, collaborating with state and local
authorities, utility providers, and moving personnel. Over the past twenty years, the school has served as a
venue for historical programs attended by students throughout the A-F system.

Pat was instrumental in the Historical Society’s acquisition of the Gunning-Purves building located in
downtown Friendship. Pat also oversaw its transformation into the Heritage Center, ensuring the restoration
met the standards required for inclusion on both the state and National Register of Historic Places. Apart
from the county courthouse, it is the sole building in the county listed on the National Register. The Heritage
Center project totaled approximately $450,000, and Pat directed the fundraising initiatives that facilitated its
completion.

Beyond her involvement with school programs, Pat has contributed to our annual cemetery tours, town
history visits, theater initiatives, county fair exhibitions, and a range of other activities. She has also
assumed responsibility for maintaining the properties, which is a significant undertaking given that the
buildings are 120 to 130 years old.

The Adams-Friendship Academic Hall of Fame Committee wholeheartedly agrees with the Adams County
Historical Society's nomination, affirming that Pat fully embodies the qualities of a legacy.



